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Editorial

HKIEIA celebrated our 20th anniversary in November 2016, and we’re happy to bring you this SPECIAL 
FESTIVE BUMPER EDITION of the HKIEIA Newsletter to mark this momentous achievement!

Since our founding in 1996, the Institute has grown from 74 to 419 members; and we continue 
to grow, with 78 new members joining this year alone. We can be proud of the professional 
contribution our members have made to over 240 EIA Reports approved under the EIA 
Ordinance, supporting the implementation of many important projects in Hong Kong while 
ensuring environmental standards are maintained. Through our outreach activities, HKIEIA has 
become a recognised authority on EIA not only in HK but also in China and internationally, and 
our enhanced social media presence is engaging hundreds more people around the world.

We have many exciting initiatives and programmes planned for the coming year, and look forward 
to working with our members and the wider community to expand knowledge and appreciation 
of the environment, promote good EIA practice, and improve environmental sustainability.

David GALLACHER
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20th Anniversary Celebration Dinner Highlights
With many friends, we celebrated the 20th Anniversary of The Hong Kong Institute of Environmental 
Impact Assessment (HKIEIA) on 25 November 2016. The institute started with a modest membership 
of less than 100 in 1996, two years before the enactment of the EIA Ordinance in Hong Kong. The 
Institute has now close to 400 members and has, in the last two decades, established herself 
as a highly respected professional organization in Hong Kong, China Mainland and the world 
through their rigorous program of professional development and out-reaching. The celebration 
was graced by the presence of Mr. Donald Tong, the Permanent Secretary of Environment, who 
exhorted us to continue build a sustainable Hong Kong as a place for all to live and work in. 

As a founding member of the Institute, I am gratified to see HKIEIA growing from strength to strength, 
leaving her mark in Hong Kong, establishing her reputation in China Mainland and putting Hong Kong 
on the global map of EIA as a place with an open, transparent and participatory EIA process. I am 
also very pleased to meet with many friends, old and new, in good spirit and health at the celebration 
banquet. I wish to congratulate the past and current Chairpersons of HKIEIA for their efforts in 
nurturing this Institution and their dedication in building a sustainable community here in Hong Kong.

KC LAM

Honourable guests of head tables, together with our founding members, past chairpersons 
and Executive Committee members toasting to kick off this memorable 20th Anniversary 
Celebration Dinner.
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We were honoured to have invited the Permanent 
Secretary of Environment, Mr. Donald Tong 
(middle) to share our joy.

Mr. Alan Kwok, Mrs. Shirley Lee and Mr. Simon 
Hui were presented as Honorary Members to 
acknowledge their contributions to the Institute.

Prof. John Hodgkiss (right) and Dr. 
Glenn Frommer (left) traveled all 
the way back to Hong Kong for this 
20th Anniversary celebration.

Glenn and the Young Members’ Band 
performance marked the climax of the 
night.

Friends mingling at the cocktail session with photo 
slides showing the good old times on screen.

Guests voting for the “Back to the Future” 
Photo Contest with QR code at the dinner 
reception.
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20th Anniversary “Back to the Future” 
Photo Contest

In order to visualise the accomplishments of HKIEIA along these 20 years, a photo contest 
themed “Back to the Future” was held.  Overwhelming high-quality entries were received, 
in which 20 of them were chosen as the finalists. The most exciting part of this contest was 
that, for the first time, winners were selected by votes from all guests of the 20th Anniversary 
Celebration Dinner on 25 November 2016.  Let’s take a look at the elected winning masterpieces.

We hope you enjoy this this SPECIAL FESTIVE BUMPER EDITION of the 
HKIEIA Newsletter and wish you all Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Kathy IP

Champion
Harvest for the past effort – Holy TO

1st Runner Up
Heaven in the City – CHIU Ming Ho

This is the ultimate purpose 
of EIA to strike for a balance 
between development and nature 
conservation.

2nd Runner Up
Hopes for our future – Wayne Poon
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Merit
A Better Connected Future – Kathy IP

The EIA system has led the journey towards a better 
connected future of our city – planning the major transport 
infrastructures connecting Hong Kong to the world, while 
playing an important role to preserve the precious natural 
environment and cultural heritage for a sustainable future.

Merit
20 Years: Then and Now – Wellem CHENG

Around 20 years ago, no one 
would imagine that Ma On 
Shan will turn into a new town 
to accommodate more than 
200,000 Hong Kong citizens. 
20 years passed. Thanks to 
proper environmental planning 
and impact assessment, 
we managed to pre-empt 
environmental problems and 
conserve the majestic green 
mountains, blue ocean and 
clear sky, enabling people to 
live in harmony with nature.

Merit
Long Valley – Karen LEE

Nowadays, the CAHK is helping to promote agriculture and conservation at Long Valley. The Lok 
Ma Chau spurline (KCRC) at Long Valley was once a controversial EIA project in Hong Kong.

Back to the Future – Josh LAM

Some say sunsets are best for time travel…..a recent walk on Tsing Yi brought me back to the 
future…..
Clearest, I saw the Tsing Ma Bridge and the running Airport Express, milestones erected before 
1 April 1998. The carriages seemingly made up of EIS reports, each one custodians of the 
environment
Under the last rays, I imagined the pair of White Bellied Sea Eagles gliding freely over 
Disneyland, while flashing back to hours trapped in ACE meetings, in the new millennium
Away in the fading light, I pondered the safeguards for the north and east Lantau environs, in 
the not so distant future…..
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20 Years of  Memories: Remarkable Moments of  HKIEIA

HKIEIA co-
organised IAIA 
conference in 
Hong Kong in 

2000

Regional Conference on 
Public Participation in EIA 

in 2006

HKIEIA’s 10th 
Anniversary at FCC 

in 2006

Conference on 
Shaping EIA for 

the Future in 
2014

Exploring 
Geo-Park 
in 2009 
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